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~ /der the:Freedom of Information and Pri’vac'y*:

_ . I sentthemiall my pastiaddresses, plus.a;
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LA AUMAYLWANT tofcommit™arcnme:
‘some day, and'T understand that'a criminal is-
“supposed to_leave fingerprints;at the scene.”,
~ This-was my,explanation {6 the young:wom-
. ani i the police station when she asked ;
Ywanted my prints.; 3 ;
-The-officer;gulped, but’ e chance:
I might be.the harmless white-haired'old m
T looked 10 be; shie:tried again.;: Why.do yo
“really-want:them?”.

1 told-herii'Fve ask

or my FBI filen

“Acts:-Although-the bureau has long had: my:
{'prints; it'apparently fe¢ls insecure; gvemafter |

Py

" sworn notarized statementisaying'l'am-who 1
Coay Tam g ek ity
‘But. perhaps-the FBI really did doubt that.

: 1 was the Folsom 1 claimed to-be. I remem-
* ber visitng the Department of Justice build~

i ing about the time the United States entered:
. the war-against fascism.. Mygmission ' was‘to]
* persuade the department to release from Ellis:
.+ Island éne’ Ambrogio Donihii}’a- distinguised
- > professor of ‘comparative religion at the Uni-

versity of Rome.. He was being held onithe:

“pretext-that-he had a brather in the:fascist’

'Italian Navy;-Ambrogio' Doninttdid have a
fascist- brother;: butf‘-A_';i\?ﬂrogio ‘humself: ‘was

e

N - “confusion’; was resolved, ;
i Ambriogio- entered: thist countrys; where: “he

i-edited: anantifascist”Ttalian: language: ne
i paper. But the day L

asi the Justice buil
"Ing on his behalf; T'saw what [ assuméd'was ax.
; stage “propxleft: ostentatiouslyron:: sdeskials -
. would:. have: 0:°pas! ; :
i “Frank Folsom’ el
.. Was the-Justice Department or. 3] ac--
" customed*tosleaving ‘folders*about ! citizéns:
¥ laying ‘around’thiis way?;Or’was' there: some:;
* fellow whose name resembled-'mine? In‘due:;

" course“E found: that one: Frank:Folsom was§

.serving ‘asichief procurément ‘officer for/the:
:Navy .Department.’ (He: latersrose -in- the
. world to-become head: of- Radio Corporation’
: of Ameérica'while I had sunk to being a free-]
i lance;writer.) i The FBI . might have -been’}
; asked’tostake: a: look.at!someone: who had
;" massive gavernment finds:tospend, particu-.
* larly.if the FBI was inclined'to get him mixed]
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12 1 am.also known to'the FBI,:although to

1 ber to write the family of the late Frank Fol-:
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=+ I#after all; was prétty’ obviously & danger-} -
*‘ous®character. From':1937: through’i1942 1}
” served as executive secretary of the League of
*~American” Writers,whose 800 members-had
prodded the government. to do this-or- that]
!-evenduring the tweo years when Frankliir D.
¥ Réasevelt and Katherine Chapin, the wife of:

A‘ttomey_‘;:g:j(_(}jgngr * Francis--Biddle,::were
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. ~+FROM WHAT.1 have managed to-get of
i my FBI file (297 photocopied pages), T have’
- learned” much ' about: myself' that:I did not;
' know-<—: for-instance;: that " L. sometimes-go
“undef:the hame of Benjamin Webster. (Had;
‘:someone heard that 1. wrote several children’s:
* books under the name Benjamin Brewster?): .

 noone ¢lse, as Fred Franschi. T must remems:

~ som-and ask if he ever used those names. - ™
~=-The file reveals that it was “Confidential -
- Informant“T-2,” a verson-*‘of unknown reli- "
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:ability?* who originally put the name Benja-
“min -Webster -into my. record ~— whére it-is
“later repeated as a fact to be relied on with-

- out any reference t&its dubious origin. ¥ - -
L My file also registers that:17lived: exactly
~where my printed: stationery ‘and the-tele-
“phone directory-said I lived. How much this:

. infotmation -costthe taxpayer;. na-one will
- ever know: Many different informants, surety-
:drawing; différent pay checks, came up:with:

th'e_c;L same 'data.’ That.was. one. t‘hi‘_ng:,t}qx“‘ BIy
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LEA, nfidential-informants,”":
isome identified by Such symbols-as; “N™or |
14200 and othersas “T-1 #T-27and soon .
{through #T-25,” sent in repo i ’

‘supplement * the ‘researches: Of 5
;mined number of ‘speeial agents:: 2
%" Not only did I find in-my file their reports
‘about myself, but-L alsq got one startling bit
*6f news about my wife of more than 40 years::
'She; it seems — totally” without:my ‘knowl-
edge or her own == had taught for three yeats
i(one 'inforrnant=said-;fii(e-"yeai'5) in-the Com=-
! munist Workers.SchobliClever woman.} £
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